The ,S\?S Amphibian                    201
period. Furthermore, in view of the intjxntancc of
time, it was decided to build not one but a seiies of
ten ships of this type*
During the early months of 1928, we were busy
with the construction of the 8-38, which was designed
as a ten-seater amphibian, with two 400 lup- Pratt and
Whitney Wasp engines. Conditions were still difficult
but somehow, by intuition and foresight, we were con-
vinced that real success was not too far away. The
8-38 was completed during May, 1928. It was tested,
and we very quickly realized that we had a really ex-
cellent machine on our hands. The ship had very good
takeoff characteristics from land and water. It had a
climb of 1,000 feet per minute fully loaded, and a
maximum speed close to 130 miles per hour. The
ship could cruise nicely around 100 miles per hour,
and it stayed in the air on one engine, AH these
features were excellent for 19*8 and at that time there
were no other amphibians with such performance
characteristics*
Soon afterwards the $-38 was flown to Washington
for a demonstration to the Navy and produced a very
good impression. After the test flights, the Navy pilot
declared that the performance of the 8-38 was better
than that of any other ship of its size and power.
Almost immediately the Navy Department ordered
two planes. Soon afterwards Pan-American Airways
purchased some of the S^S's, and used them to pioneer
their air-lines. It was this modest aeroplane which
actually completed the peaceful conquest of nearly til
of South America for the United States air-lines
Several private orders followed. The first series of
ships were sold out quickly; a second series erf ten ships